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What is accelelerationism, and 
what risk does it present to the 
public?
Accelerationism is a strategy aimed at hastening radical political 
change by exploiting both violent and non-violent means to 
capitalise on instabilities within a political system. Accelerationism 
seeks to internally dismantle the system by targeting its 
vulnerabilities, ultimately aiming to catalyse societal breakdown 
and pave the way for a new order.

This report provides an overview of accelerationist movements and 
an assessment of the risks of this strategy to the public.
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Introduction
Catalysing chaos
Accelerationism is a strategy to provoke radical political change which 

involves using violent and non-violent actions to exploit instabilities 

within a political system - with the objective of expediting its destruction, 

and its replacement with a new social order. 

Unlike other methods to provoke social change, such as vanguardism (a 

political strategy advocating for a dedicated revolutionary vanguard to 

lead the revolution) or coups d’état (an overt attempt by the military or 

other government elites to unseat the incumbent leader), 

accelerationism aims to dissolve the system from within, through 

targeting its vulnerabilities (Parker, 2020). The intent is to catalyse 

societal breakdown. 

Accelerationism's intent is to 
catalyse societal breakdown
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These catalysts are generated within local contexts. For instance, as JJ 

McNabb (2020) observes, the USA presents various affordances:

Catalysts…could include heavy handed use of the American 

military on civilians/protesters, a street war that turned lethal, or 

the government using excessive force against what turned out to 

be an imaginary or exaggerated enemy. Anti-government 

extremists are aware that their plans for a revolution or “Civil War 

2” require that catalyst. Most are waiting for that big event, but 

some will do what they have to force its occurrence. 

Historically, the emergence of militant accelerationism as a tactical and 

strategic approach to social activism can first be traced back to the 

‘Years of Lead’ in Italy during the 1970s, which has been described as 

one of the ‘most notable outbreaks of political terrorism among all 

western democracies,’ (CTEC Staff, 2022). During this period, both left-

wing and right-wing militant groups in Italy carried out attacks, including 

kidnappings, bombings and assassinations with the aim of maximising 

chaos - with the goal of creating a complete social collapse. 

Tactics to catalyse societal breakdown encompass terrorism, 

insurgency, sabotage and the manipulation of politics and media to 

generate discord through and exploiting pre-existing tensions, 

deepening and creating social divisions. It is not a new strategy, despite 

becoming the source of interest in policy circles recently. 

Left-wing and right-wing militant 
groups carried out attacks, 
including kidnappings, 
bombings and assassinations, 
with the aim of maximising 
chaos
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Previously, accelerationism had been primarily associated with left-wing 

activism, where it is understood as a method of exposing flaws within 

the capitalist system. In the New Statesman (2016), for instance, 

accelerationism was defined as ‘the idea that capitalism, or various 

processes attached to it, should be deepened or “accelerated” in order 

to prompt radical change.’This collapse is planned to pave the way for a 

new society (Beckett, 2017), and the realisation of a post-capitalist 

future (Henkin, 2016). 

By 2016, however, writes Siegel (2023), the term accelerationism had 

become ‘instantly popular as a synonym for any forceful opposition to 

the centrist status quo in liberal democracies’, and no longer positioned 

on the political left. 

The adoption of accelerationism as a tactic expresses activists’ 

dissatisfaction with incremental approaches to creating social change, 

positing that it is necessary to resort to drastic measures in order to 

bring about the desired soccial conditions. It can also be linked a lack of 

faith in democracy, in which lawmakers are seen as irredeemably corrupt 

or powerless, so that direct action is the only way to bring about 

social change.

Accelerationism expresses 
activists’ dissatisfaction with 
incremental approaches to 
creating social change
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In recent times, accelerationist tactics have been increasingly adopted 

by the extreme right wing, spread via a resurgent neo-Nazi movement 

using the internet to broadcast its message, often used to radicalise 

individuals into lone actor acts of terrorism and sabotage.

Right-wing accelerationism
These so-called accelerationists seek to catalyse and spread 

systemic breakdown, inflame racial, ethnic, and religious tensions 

already present in society, and prepare to fill a prophesied future 

power vacuum with revolutionary, white supremacist violence. 

(Loadenthal et al., 2020)

Far-right militant accelerationism differs from left-wing accelerationism 

in that it identifies perceived threats to their identity as being posed by 

the liberal tendency towards equality for marginalised groups. Left-wing 

accelerationism focuses instead on the inequalities intrinsic to the 

capitalist system. 

For right-wing, ethnonationalist and neo-Nazi groups, the acceleration of 

societal and political breakdown is seen as a viable response to their 

perception of injustices against their in-group. Political chaos is imagined 

to lead to the replacement of existing liberal social structures and 

governance with those guided by ethno-nationalist ideologies. 

The acceleration of societal and 
political breakdown is seen as a 
viable response to their 
perception of injustices against 
white people
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Far-right extremists view legal equality for non-white, non-Christian, 

non-heterosexual, and non-male individuals as a decay or denigration of 

a social order they believe should be based on inherent inequality. Their 

tactics aim to bring about the downfall of the existing liberal and 

democratic system, often through apocalyptic scenarios such as a ‘race 

war’ or civil war. These extremist ideologies draw heavily on far-right 

racist and antisemitic myths, such as the concept of the ‘Great 

Replacement.’ 

Accelerationism has gained traction internationally through its uptake by 

extremist groups, with terrorist organisations like the Atomwaffen 

Division originating in the United States and then spawning offshoots 

such as the Sonnenkrieg Division and the Feuerkrieg Division in Europe 

and Australia. The organisation known as The Base has also called for 

‘system collapse’ via terrorist actions and also has an international 

presence (C. Miller, 2020).

However, due to accelerationism being a methodology, it is by nature 

unmoored from any particular ideology, and could in theory be used in 

support of any political position, despite its current association with the 

far right. 

Right-wing accelerationist 
ideologies draw heavily on far-
right racist and antisemitic 
myths, such as the concepts of 
the ‘Great Replacement.’ 
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Reportedly, accelerationist ideas have also been associated with eco-

fascist movements (Loadenthal et al., 2020) including a Swedish wing of 

The Base, whose approach to protecting the environment involves 

authoritarian and oppressive measures such as harsh population control 

or forced migration of groups which they considered undesirable (Moore 

& Roberts, 2022).

Development
This section will track the development of accelerationist methods 

within far-right movements.

The adoption of accelerationist methods has been described as ‘the 

most inherently violent and dangerous ideology circulating in the global 

white supremacist extremist movement’ (Gartenstein-Ross et al., 2020).

The development of the right-wing adoption of accelerationist thought 

can be tracked back for over 30 years. James Mason, a US neo-Nazi who 

has been involved in various neo-Nazi organisations since the late 1960s 

is an influential figure in the far-right community - who brought 

accelerationist ideas outside academic circles. 

The development of the right-
wing adoption of accelerationist 
thought can be tracked back for 
over 30 years
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His newsletter collection Siege, published between 1980 and 1986, 

played a significant role in shaping current forms of far-right extremist 

accelerationism as a method of generating social change. He propagated 

antisemitic and racist conspiracy theories centered around a ‘Jewish 

world conspiracy’ and the idea of a ‘white genocide’ known as the ‘Great 

Replacement.’ 

He espoused the belief in a ‘Zionist Occupied Government’ (ZOG) and 

claimed that the social order was irreparably corrupted and the ‘white 

race’ was at risk. Mason argued that traditional forms of organisation and 

action, such as political parties and demonstrations, were futile.

Instead, he believed that social change could only be achieved through 

revolutionary means carried out by individuals acting as ‘one-man 

armies’ - prefiguring the so-called ‘lone actors' which present vivid 

security threats due to the difficulty of detecting an isolated individual 

and the apparently spontaneous perpetration of crimes (Lloyd & 

Pauwels, 2021). He advocated for the complete destruction of the 

existing system to establish a National Socialist ‘New Order.’ 

Mason believed that social 
change could only be achieved 
through revolutionary means 
carried out by individuals acting 
as ‘one-man armies’ - the so-
called ‘lone actors' which 
present vivid security threats
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In order to achieve this goal, he also endorsed violent acts by other 

ideological groups than his own. In Siege, he praised Joseph Tommasi, 

leader of the National Socialist Liberation Front, who had sought to 

manufacture chaos through terrorism to destabilise the US political 

order, but he also praised cult-leader Charles Manson, the perpetrator of 

the infamous Manson Family murders in 1969, due to his intention to 

incite a ‘race war’ (Grow, 2019). 

Siege gained cult status within certain segments of the US far-right 

extremist milieu. Mason’s conception of violent action untethered from 

the need to posit a shared ideology or endgame allowed groups with 

similar interests but competing ideologies and other points of dissension 

to take action.

Within academic circles, British philosopher Nick Land developed a right-

libertarian version of accelerationism in the 1990s after reevaluating 

earlier left-wing accelerationist ideas by Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari 

whilst  working at Warwick University. 

In the early 2010s, Land gained attention within the emerging ‘alt-right’ 

subculture, particularly for his interpretations of ‘neo-reaction’, an anti-

egalitarian and anti-democratic vision of society (Evans, 2023). 

Mason’s conception of violent 
action untethered from the need 
to posit a shared ideology or 
endgame allowed groups with 
similar interests but competing 
ideologies and other points of 
dissension to take action.
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The potential for accelerationist tactics becoming popular with racists 

has always been present (Bohrer, 2022). Fiction has also been 

particularly powerful in promoting accelerationist acts. The white 

nationalist propaganda novel The Turner Diaries greatly influenced 

Timothy McVeigh prior to his bombing of the Oklahoma City Bombing, 

and remains influential right up to Charlottesville's ‘Unite The Right’ 

valley (Pratama, 2023), and beyond. 

The Turner Diaries is a novel written by William Luther Pierce which was 

published in 1978 under the pseudonym Andrew Macdonald (ADL, 

2017). The protagonist of the novel becomes involved in a violent 

underground organisation which carries out acts of terrorism and 

guerrilla warfare, targeting racial and ethnic minorities, government 

officials and other perceived enemies of the white race. The book depicts 

bombings, assassinations and large-scale acts of violence intended to 

destabilise the existing social order within a dystopian vision of a future 

where white people are oppressed and marginalised.

The novel's portrayal of violent and apocalyptic scenarios aligns with 

some accelerationist narratives that advocate for the hastening of 

societal collapse and has been cited as an inspiration by several 

individuals who have carried out acts of violence, including terrorist 

attacks.

The Turner Diaries greatly 
influenced Timothy McVeigh 
prior to his bombing of the 
Oklahoma City Bombing
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Characteristics
We’re seeing the growth of the accelerationist wing, which openly 

embraces terroristic violence as a political tool, because the 

question of optics now holds far less weight. An ever-growing 

segment of the white power movement no longer sees any use in 

pursuing electoral politics…They also feel demographic change 

bearing down on them, making the notion of building a 

consciously pro-white political coalition all the more improbable. 

(C. Miller, 2020)

The accelerationist method has distinctive characteristics, such as heavy 

social media use to encourages stochastic terrorism and attempts to 

compromise and sabotage democratic institutions.

The accelerationist method has 
distinctive characteristics
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Networking
In the age of social media, the available platforms for extremist 

messaging have proliferated massively. This includes extremist 

organising as well as the spreading of misinformation. Far-right 

extremists in the US have recognised the potential of the internet as a 

communication tool since the 1980s. David Duke, a prominent US far-

right extremist, saw the internet as a means to fuel a ‘white’ revolution. 

It provided them with a platform to spread their propaganda to a wider 

audience with anonymity, fewer restrictions and oversight compared to 

traditional media spaces. 

One particularly generative locus of accelerationist networking was the 

‘Iron March’ website (Goodin, 2019). Iron March, which operated from 

2011 to 2017, served as a gathering place for young neo-fascists who 

didn't fit into established far-right organisations, enabling the 

development of a transnational collective identity among its users 

(Bogart, 2019). Over time, members of Iron March began to connect 

offline, forming local groups that remained linked through their shared 

origin in the online community. The transition from online activism to 

violent action within this network was facilitated by the adoption of 

violent ritualistic initiation practices inspired by the Order of Nine Angles 

(DeSimone, 2020), which not only desensitised members to violence but 

also fostered a sense of belonging to a militant elite.

The internet provided the far-
right with a platform to spread 
their propaganda to a wider 
audience with anonymity, fewer 
restrictions and oversight 
compared to traditional media 
spaces
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In the late 2010s, as moderation responses to online extremism became 

more efficient, communication shifted to the platform Telegram, forming 

a cluster known by its members as ‘Terrorgram.’ 

Telegram, a messenger service founded by Pavel and Nikolai Durov in 

2013, initially aimed to provide secure communication that would make 

it difficult for authoritarian states such as Russia to monitor online 

conversations. Over time, Telegram developed additional features, 

including public group chats, the ability to send messages via public and 

private channels, and end-to-end encryption for one-on-one 

communication. This made Telegram popular among extremist groups 

for propaganda dissemination and recruitment purposes. 

Telegram’s lackadaisical moderation meant that the removal of violent 

material was patchy, which increased the attraction of the platform even 

further, particularly to far-right individuals and groups whose accounts 

had been blocked or deleted on other platforms. Far-right militant 

accelerationism has also spread on far-right ‘chan’ imageboards, where 

extremists gather in looser alliances. 

Often, the conversations reference video games and gaming culture, 

with violent acts described and recorded as if they were 

accomplishments in a video game (Regeni, 2023).

Telegram’s lackadaisical 
moderation meant that the 
removal of violent material was 
patchy - which increased its 
attractiveness to the far-right
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While the preponderance of these movements is in the Anglosphere, 

they have a much wider potential to generate violence due to the 

simplicity of the message and the unstructured, almost spontaneous, 

nature of the actions proposed. 

Organisations
It has been popular with the far fringes of extremist groups and has 

spread internationally. For instance, Atomwaffen Division Germany 

formed as a German cell of the US-based Atomwaffen Division, a neo-

Nazi group which has been linked to multiple murders since 2017.  In 

April 2022, German law enforcement conducted searches and arrested 

suspected members of the organisation, describing them as belonging to 

the far-right extremist accelerationist spectrum.

The group had announced its formation through a video posted on the 

platform Bitchute, calling on ‘German freedom fighters’ to join them in a 

final battle, warning of the annihilation of the ‘white race’ and calling for 

armed struggle. The group's propaganda was found in university 

libraries, and they also claimed responsibility for distributing flyers 

threatening Muslims in Cologne-Mühlheim. In April 2022, German law 

enforcement conducted searches and arrested suspected members of 

the organisation, describing them as belonging to the far-right extremist 

accelerationist spectrum.

Accelerationist movements have 
a wide potential to generate 
violence due to the simplicity of 
the message and the 
unstructured, almost 
spontaneous, nature of the 
actions it proposes

Atomwaffen Division Germany  
calling on ‘German freedom 
fighters’ to join them in a final 
battle, warning of the 
annihilation of the ‘white race’ 
and calling for armed struggle.
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The organisation known as The Base has also called for ‘system collapse’ 

via terrorist actions (C. Miller, 2020). The Base is an accelerationist 

group that has emerged recently, adopting an organisational model 

similar to Atomwaffen. Some individuals have been involved in both 

groups. The Base operates ‘hate camps’ or training camps to promote 

real-world violence (Makuch & Lamoureux, 2018). 

Makuch and Lamoreaux (2018) describe The Base’s online presence as 

‘a mix of chat server and matchmaking site where group members need 

to be vetted to get in, and are paired geographically for paramilitary 

activities.’ They note that before his involvement with The Base, founder 

Rinaldo Nazzaro created a series of videos titled ‘Guerrilla Warfare 

Theory.’ These videos were originally uploaded to YouTube and outline 

various hit-and-run tactics for small insurgent units to use against a 

larger power.

Hateful rhetoric in their community includes praise of Anders Breivik and 

fantasies of violence in the aftermath of the system collapse they hope 

for (CEP, 2020), which is likely to increase the risk of escalation. As such, 

several countries, including Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia and 

New Zealand have designated The Base a terrorist entity. 
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An FBI informant who infiltrated The Base recorded a member calling for 

accelerationist tactics, saying ‘...[Y]ou can kick off the economic collapse 

of the U.S. within a week, after the boog starts,’ (Mallin & Barr, 2020) 

‘Boog’ here references ‘Boogaloo’ a term adopted by some far-right, 

anti-government and extremist groups in the United States (Thompson, 

2021), used as shorthand for a potential or impending second civil war, 

alternatively referred to as ‘Civil War 2.0’: the violent uprising which is 

the goal of accelerationist strategies.

Other accelerationist groups with similar aesthetics and rhetoric are 

forming online, though it is uncertain if they exist purely for propaganda 

and shock value, or if they are building actual organisational networks 

which present a security risk. 

Stochastic terrorism
Stochastic terrorism has been defined as ‘the use of mass media to 

provoke random acts of ideolog i cally motivated violence that are 

statistically predictable but individually unpre dict able,’ (Hamm & Spaaij, 

2017).  

Other accelerationist groups are 
forming, though it is uncertain if 
they exist purely for propaganda 
and shock value, or if they are 
building actual organisational 
networks which present a 
security risk
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James Mason’s call for ‘one-man armies’ has been adopted by 

extremists perpetrating unpredictable attacks, such as Brenton Tarrant, 

a far-right extremist who conducted a mass shooting at two mosques in 

Christchurch, New Zealand, on March 15, 2019. He targeted Muslims 

who were attending Friday prayers, killing 51 people and injuring many 

others. Tarrant’s live-streaming of his massacre over the internet was 

designed to provoke maximum attention to his manifesto, which 

promoted accelerationist ideas through his  manifesto and his method of 

attack - with the intention of creating copycat crimes. 

Tarrant’s crimes stimulated waves of stochastic terrorism, generating 

multiple copycat offences.  Themes from Tarrants’ manifesto have been 

influential in subsequent attacks (Ehsan & Stott, 2020), creating a rash 

of imitators. 

In April 2019, a 19-year-old man opened fire at a synagogue in Poway, 

California, killing one person and injuring three others. The shooter cited 

Brenton Tarrant and the Christchurch attack as an inspiration in his 

online manifesto (Bogost, 2019). In October of the same year, a man 

attempted to carry out a mass shooting at a synagogue in Halle, 

Germany, on Yom Kippur. 

Tarrant’s crimes stimulated 
waves of stochastic terrorism 
through the generation of 
multiple copycat offences
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He killed two people in the vicinity and injured several others. He had 

live-streamed his actions, similar to Tarrant's attack, and expressed 

admiration for Tarrant's actions in his online posts. Failing to gain entry 

to the synagogue, he went on a shooting rampage, killing two people and 

injuring two others. 

He had been radicalised online in right-wing terrorist forums and 

livestreamed his attack on a video streaming platform. Prior to the 

attack, he had published a manifesto, and detailed his preparations for 

the attack on imageboards. He used homemade weapons, constructed 

with a 3D printer, although they did not function as intended - incurring 

the mockery of his fellow extremists. On December 21, 2020, the 

perpetrator was sentenced to life imprisonment and subsequent 

preventative detention for multiple charges, including murder, attempted 

murder, and incitement. 

More recently, on December 27, 2021, Lyndon McLeod carried out a 

shooting spree in Denver, Colorado, resulting in the deaths of five 

individuals. He was subsequently killed by a Denver police officer. 

McLeod's writings and social media activity indicate that he held strong 

alignment with accelerationist ideologies and narratives promoted by 

the esoteric fascist group Wolves of Vinland (Kriner et al., 2022).
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In Spring 2022, as the pandemic's prominence waned, the militant 

accelerationist movement appeared to reignite activity. In mid-May 

2022, Payton Gendron carried out a terrorist attack at a supermarket in 

Buffalo, USA (Byman, 2022), killing ten Black people and live-streaming 

the act on Twitch. The perpetrator shared links to the livestream and 

manifesto via Discord and imageboards, referencing the Christchurch 

shootings and incorporating text from previous shooter manifestos into 

his own (Prokupecz et al., 2022). 

Attacks on infrastructure
Derail some rail lines … shut down the highways … shut down the 

rest of the roads … kick off the economic collapse of the U.S. 

Patrik Mathews - member of The Base (in Mallin, 2021)

Attacks on critical infrastructure, such as power grids, transportation 

systems, and communication networks, can cause significant disruptions 

to the daily life of citizens. 

Infrastructure can also be seen as a symbol of the current system's role. 

Attacks upon infrastructure are planned to weaken the government's 

ability to maintain social order and thereby create an atmosphere of fear 

and instability. Additionally, such attacks can attract media attention and 

spread fear among the general population, disseminating the fear of 

societal destabilisation. With such a powerful potential impact, attacks 

upon infrastructure have been planned by the extreme right and Islamist 

terrorists alike (Krill & Clifford, 2020).

Attacks on critical infrastructure, 
such as power grids, 
transportation systems, and 
communication networks, can 
cause significant disruptions to 
the daily life of citizens
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US’s Department of Homeland Security have reported that America’s 

sprawling power grid present a vulnerability to terrorist attacks (J. Miller, 

2022). The extensive and dispersed nature of American electricity 

infrastructure  makes it challenging to defend. Power plants and 

substations are located throughout the country, connected by 

transmission lines traversing various terrains, including farmland, forests 

and swamps. 

These can be compromised with weaponry which is readily accessible in 

America. The Homeland Security report issued warnings of domestic 

extremists developing ‘credible, specific plans’ to attack electricity 

infrastructure in December 2022. In that year, there were outages in 

North Carolina as a result of one or more individuals opening fire on two 

power substations with handguns. This act left tens of thousands of 

people without electricity (Santana et al., 2022). 

Electricity is only one aspect of infrastructure which can be disrupted. 

Seth Aaron Pendley, a 28-year-old man from Texas, was sentenced to 10 

years in federal prison for plotting to blow up a data centre in Virginia in 

October 2021 (US Attorney’s Office, 2021). He was arrested after 

attempting to obtain an explosive device from an undercover FBI 

employee in Fort Worth. 

Power plants and substations 
are located throughout the 
country, connected by 
transmission lines traversing 
various terrains, including 
farmland, forests and swamps. 
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Pendley pleaded guilty in June to malicious attempt to destroy a building 

with an explosive. He had devised a list of potential targets, expressed a 

desire to disrupt about 70% of the internet and enthusiastically 

accepted help from the informant to obtain C4 explosives for the attack.

Pendley discussed attacking web servers providing services to the FBI, 

CIA, and other federal agencies, with the main objective of disrupting 

Amazon's servers. His aspirations were clearly accelerationist: he  hoped 

this act would provoke a reaction from the ‘oligarchy’  and convince the 

American people to take action against what he perceived as a 

‘dictatorship.’ Pendley also claimed to have been present at the January 

6 attack on the U.S. Capitol, although he did not enter the building. 

Targeting 
institutions
Given that accelerationism aims towards political transformation (even if 

the goals are unclear) attacking the institutions of democracy has 

symbolic as well as strategic value. 

As Bruce Hoffman wrote, the storming of the Capitol building in January 

2021, seemed designed in accordance with accelerationist literature.
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Among the many memorable images captured by photographers on 

January 6, 2021, is the photograph of a scaffold with a noose erected on 

the mall in front of the U.S. Capitol Building. The scene evoked the 

infamous ‘Day of the Rope’ recounted in The Turner Diaries, the 

dystopian 1978 white supremacist novel—when corrupt, self-serving, 

liberal politicians are made to account for their misdeeds.  (Hoffman, 

2022)

On that day, a rally  took place in Washington, D.C., where thousands of 

supporters of then-President Donald Trump gathered to protest the 

certification of the electoral college vote. Trump had been encouraging 

his supporters to attend the event, repeated false claims about election 

fraud and urged his audience to ‘fight like hell’ to prevent the 

confirmation of Biden’s victory.

A mob of Trump supporters, including members of right-wing extremist 

organisations such as the Proud Boys, the Oath Keepers, and QAnon 

stormed the Capitol building, pushing through barricades, overrunning 

Capitol Police officers and violently confronting members of Congress 

inside the building. The mob engaged in brutal acts, using weapons like 

bats, pipes, and flagpoles; some officers were injured in the chaos 

(Duignan, 2023). 

Trump encouraged his 
supporters to attend the 
January 6th riot, repeating false 
claims about election fraud and 
urging his audience to ‘fight like 
hell’ to prevent the confirmation 
of Biden’s victory
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Many of those involved followed accelerationist agendas (Hummel, 

2021). Far-right accelerationists had hoped that the storming of Capitol 

Hill would spark the beginning of the end for the United States, starting 

their desired civil war. They envisaged the actions of Trump supporters 

as a turning point where violent methods would become acceptable to 

mainstream conservatives. 

However, the response to the event did not meet their expectations: 

with over a thousand of the insurgents charged (Hall et al., 2023) the 

event ended as a disappointment for those who had taken part. 

Trump himself was eventually acquitted of inciting the deadly attack by a 

minority vote in the Senate, which failed to meet the two-thirds level 

necessary for impeachment (Wagner et al., 2021) amidst violent scenes 

by his supporters (Collinson, 2021). Some expressed disillusionment 

with Trump, as the energy behind the Capitol insurgency dissipated.

While the attack upon the Capitol was the most high status attack upon 

democratic system, there have been several other ones. For instance, in 

the November 19, 2019 election, Virginia Democrats gained control of 

the State Assembly and State Senate running on a gun control platform.

Far-right accelerationists had 
hoped that the storming of 
Capitol Hill would spark the 
beginning of the end for the 
United States, starting their 
desired civil war
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They introduced legislation after taking office, leading to a protest rally 

on January 20, 2020, at the Virginia State Capitol. Around 22,000 armed 

firearm owners, along with some left-wing gun groups, attended the 

peaceful event. However, prior to the rally, the FBI arrested three 

members of The Base. Their plan was to shoot into the crowd and create 

violence and chaos (McNabb, 2020). 

Attacks upon elected representatives and other significant political 

figures are frequently discussed in accelerationist circles, athough it is 

unclear how likely these are to translate into violence.

Sowing discord
The accelerationist method relies upon maximising chaos and instability 

within the system - a threat to democracy, which relies upon an informed 

population. Propaganda, disinformation and misinformation play a 

crucial role in this, and are widely found on platforms used by 

accelerationist movements (Walther & McCoy, 2021). 

Attacks upon elected 
representatives and other 
significant political figures are 
frequently discussed in 
accelerationist circles, athough 
it is unclear how likely these are 
to translate into violence
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Accelerationists might exploit insecurities about individual liberties and 

collective security in order to nurture anxieties within the populace. For 

instance, the so-called ‘Freedom Convoy’ protest in Wellington, New 

Zealand combined wellness-based anti-vaccination discourse, 

conspiracy theories, and extremist content, which merged into anti-

government rhetoric aligned with accelerationist aims. Social media 

platforms, like Telegram, played a role in amplifying this mix of ideologies 

which appealed to a highly receptive and emotionally charged audience 

affected by the vaccine mandate (Daubs, 2022).

Persons using an accelerationist strategy might also exacerbate partisan 

divisions with the aim to undermine any potential cooperation. Where 

the perpetration of an offence is not clear, it can be attributed to one's 

rivals, leading to anger and further polarisation. As such, accelerationism 

can be a particularly effective tactic in politically polarised societies since 

it is designed to disrupt bipartisan political discourse, collaboration and 

shared understandings. For instance, some accelerationists have 

mimicked the graphic style of environmental activist group Extinction 

Rebellion in order to add racist narratives to their campaigning 

(Loadenthal et al., 2020), creating division within groups they consider 

as rivals.

Accelerationism can be a 
particularly effective tactic in 
politically polarised societies
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Accelerationist attacks take advantage of the media's tendency to 

prioritise sensationalised stories. Narratives can be shaped and 

amplified with an intent to create dissent and enflame emotions. These 

tactics can be used to exploit confirmation biases held by policy makers, 

media outlets and academics as well as the public. Misinformation and 

disinformation decrease public trust in the free press and create a 

climate in which mistrust and conspiracy theories flourish (Thomas, 

2022). 

Militant accelerationism also takes advantage of the media’s tendency to 

focus on sensational and violent events. These events and the panicked 

responses to them may be amplified and shaped within diverse 

communication ecosystems. Conflicting accounts can be circulated, 

such as misrepresentations of the characteristics of attackers or the 

victims in order to exploit confirmation biases, positioning outgroups as 

perpetrators and ingroups as victims, for instance. 

This has the impact of  undermining public trust in the mainstream 

media and the experts they rely on. The widespread dissemination of 

unintentional mistakes or missteps by the media further strengthens 

claims of ‘fake news’ made by sceptics and partisan individuals.

Militant accelerationism also 
takes advantage of the media’s 
tendency to focus on 
sensational and violent events
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Implications
The adoption of accelerationist tactics by the right wing have failed to be 

particularly productive for political aims, remaining random acts of 

violence with little in the way of results in terms of societal collapse. 

Accelerationism may appeal to a particular nihilist mindset, but its lack 

of a coherent ideology means that accelerationist acts can appear to be 

little more than violence for the sake of it.  

However, they might provide a kind of infamy to individual perpetrator 

and pose a threat to the public. Accelerationist acts are ambiguous to 

those outside the movement, and where a crime cannot be quickly 

attributed to a group then it is less likely to raise the profile of the 

movement that perpetrated it, particularly if the media exercise 

discretion. 

The accelerationist movement has disavowed ‘optics’ (C. Miller, 2020) 

meaning the appearance of reasonable politics - ‘screw your optics’ as 

Robert Bowers commented on the rightwing media platform Gab - 

before perpetrating the Pittsburgh shooting, the deadliest attack upon 

the US’s Jewish community in the nation’s history (Loadenthal et al., 

2020). 

Right wing ccelerationist tactics 
have failed to be particularly 
productive
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This eschewal of any kind of respectability ultimately expresses a 

defeatist approach, in a sense, signifying a lack confidence that their 

ideas will be accepted outside of their circles. In an era where populist 

politics of the left and right have become resurgent and popular (Russo, 

2021), the abandonment of any wish to appeal beyond small, radicalised 

cells by violent far-right actors denotes a lack of conviction of any 

broader support within the public. 

Accelerationism is also undermined by the lack of concrete goals or 

demands to present - where the ‘success’ of an attack is not measured 

by concessions from their opponent or recruitment to their movement, 

but merely by the creation of chaos. 

This lack of purpose flags another fatal flaw: their underlying assumption 

that causing chaos will lead to their desired outcome is unfounded, 

showing little pragmatic or realistic projections of  political outcomes of 

violent acts. Acts of terrorist violence have hitherto been responded to 

with security crackdowns and the strengthening of state power and are 

extremely unlikely to lead to the rapid social change anticipated by 

accelerationists.



31

The rise of accelerationist methods are concerning but so far, many of 

their plots have been foiled through disrupting white supremacist 

networks, monitoring their activities within the bounds of the law and 

ensuring that law enforcement has the necessary resources and 

authorities to address the danger. For America, there is a possibility of 

further acts around the 2024 elections, which are likely to reignite 

tensions within America’s polarised, volatile political landscape.

Law enforcement faces challenges in dealing with far-right extremist 

online subcultures due to their dynamic and decentralised nature and 

also due to the unpredictability of lone actor attacks. Where individuals 

present a threat of committing violence it is crucial to provide supportive 

resources for families and friends who suspect their loved ones’ 

involvement in potential violent extremism and ensure that they are able 

to receive sensitive, effective and appropriate advice towards supporting 

the individual. 

There is a possibility of further 
acts around America's 2024 
elections, which are likely to 
reignite tensions within a 
polarised, volatile political 
landscape
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Overall, there is a need for greater recognition and action regarding the 

role of digital spaces in radicalisation. Social media platforms have a 

responsibility to address the extremist’s attempts to claim digital spaces, 

including stronger moderation practices and the removal of extremist 

accounts and communities. This needs to be regulated stringently. 

Deplatforming, while not a comprehensive solution, can reduce the 

audience for extremist content, delimiting the spread of hateful content. 

However, the spread and exploitation of harmful content and 

disinformation requires a more comprehensive approach. 

One notable trend is the decreasing average age of militant 

accelerationist perpetrators, with investigations and convictions 

involving minors occurring in various countries. The rise in radicalised 

minors highlights the consequences of lax policy enforcement in digital 

spaces, which enables easy access to the far-right terrorist subculture 

for young individuals. The onset of radicalisation pathways for young 

perpetrators on platforms designed for children remains largely 

understudied. Another concerning development in terms of lone-actor 

extremism is the advancement of 3D-printed weapons, which have 

progressed significantly since the 2019 Halle shooter's failed attempt. 

Perpetrators now have access to more reliable templates (Europol, 

2022) with a commensurate increase in their ability to cause harm. 

One notable trend is the 
decreasing average age of 
militant accelerationist 
perpetrators
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Law enforcement and intelligence agencies must monitor and disrupt 

extremist networks. Reporting of concerns can be improved through 

increasing trust between law enforcement and communities and the 

development of responses which address mental health issues 

sensitively. International cooperation is crucial to combat the global 

reach of extremist networks. Rehabilitation and reintegration programs 

should be provided to help individuals leave extremist ideologies (Chang, 

2022). 

Lastly, promoting counter-narratives and building contact between 

communities in order to challenge extremist ideologies and offer 

constructive alternatives is vital, as well as offering alternative, pro-

social outlets for young people’s energies. While accelerationism may 

seem like an American trend, the global spread of far-right movements  

is a concern across the Anglosphere and beyond and requires a cross-

national response and the adoption of accelerationist logics has the 

potential to lead to more spontaneous crimes perpetrated by lone 

actors, which are challenging to predict and prevent.

International cooperation is 
crucial to combat the global 
reach of extremist networks
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